File: JEDA

TRUANCY
Truancy is defined as a student being absent from school or any portion thereof and for which
such absences are unexcused. The period of any out of school suspension or expulsion is not an
unexcused absence for purposes of this definition. Repeated truancy may be cause for retention,
disciplinary action, suspension, expulsion, and/or legal action.
The Board endeavors to reduce truancy through cooperation with parents, diligence in
investigating the causes of absence and use of strict guidelines in regard to tardiness and
unexcused absence.
When the Board determines that a student has been truant and that the parent, guardian or other
person having care of a child has failed to ensure the child’s attendance at school, State law
authorizes the Board to require the parent to attend a specified educational program.
This program has been established according to the rules adopted by the State Board of
Education for the purpose of encouraging parental involvement in compelling the child’s
attendance at school.
On the request of the Superintendent, or when it comes to the attention of the school attendance
officer or other appropriate officer of the District, the designated officer must investigate any
case of supposed truancy within the District and must warn the child, if found truant, and the
child’s parent in writing of the legal consequences of being a “habitual” or a “chronic” truant.
A “habitual “ truant is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without a legitimate
excuse for five or more consecutive school days, seven or more school days in one month or 12
or more school days in a school year.
A “chronic” truant is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without legitimate
excuse for seven or more consecutive school days, 10 or more school days in one month or 15 or
more school days in a school year.
The parent is required to have the child attend school immediately after notification. If the
parent fails to get the child to attend school, the attendance officer or other appropriate officer, if
directed by the Superintendent or the Board, must send notice requiring the child’s parent to
attend a parental education program.
For the correction of the “habitually truant” unruly child, the courts may now order the Board to
require the child at attend an alternative school if one has been established.
The courts may order the “habitually truant” child not to be absent without legitimate excuse
from school for five or more consecutive days, seven or more school days in one school month
or 12 or more school days in a school year.
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Regarding “habitual” truants, the Board must take an intervention strategy any appropriate action
contained in the Board policy, or the Board may file a complaint in juvenile court jointly against
the child and the parent. The complaint must state that the child is an “unruly child” by virtue of
being a “habitual truant”, and that the child’s parent violated the School Attendance Law.
Regarding “chronic” truants, if the parent fails to get the child to school and the child is
considered a “chronic” truant, the Board must file a complaint in the juvenile court jointly
against the child and the parent. The complaint must state that the child is a “delinquent child”
by virtue of being a “chronic” truant, and that the parent has violated the School Attendance
Law.
The Board directs the administration to develop intervention strategies that may include the
following:
1.

providing a truancy intervention program for a habitual truant;

2.

providing counseling for a habitual truant;

3.

requesting or requiring a parent having control of a habitual truant to attend
parental involvement programs;

4.

requesting or requiring a parent of a habitual truant to attend truancy prevention
mediation programs;

5.

notification to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles; or,

6.

taking appropriate legal action.
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